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Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to Applicants' duty under 37 C.F.R. Section 1 .56 et seq., Applicant 
wishes to bring the following references to the attention of the Examiner prior to the 
consideration of the above-referenced patent application. The inclusion of any reference 
herein is not intended to be, and should not be construed as, an admission that the 
references are "prior art" with respect to Applicants' invention or that they render any of the 
pending claims prima facie unpatentable. 



U.S. Patents 

U.S. Patent No. 4,457,159 of Jarman et al., issued July 3, 1984; 
U.S. Patent No. 4,718,266 of Jarman et al., issued January 12, 1988; 
U.S. Patent No. 4,930,335 of Ishihara issued June 5, 1990; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,267,465 of Gilman issued December 7, 1993; 
U.S. Patent No. 3,241,352 of W.R. Lincourt issued December 29, 1964; 
U.S. Patent No. 2,725,917 of R. Kauppi issued August 23, 1954; 
U.S. Patent No. 5,943,902 of Ishihara issued August 31, 1999; 
U.S. Patent No. 4,324,125 of Jarman et al. Issued April 13, 1982. 

A copy of each of the above references, and a completed PTO-1449 form are 
enclosed herewith. 

CONCLUSION 

Applicants respectfully submit that all originally filed claims are properly 
allowable over the cited references. If the Examiner has any questions, or comments 
which may expedite the prosecution of the present application, the Examiner is respectfully 
invited to contact Applicants' attorney at the phone number set forth below. 
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